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The map shows measured variations in the 
magnetic total field after subtraction of the 
geomagnetic reference field (DGRF 1965.0). 
The map is based on measurements carried out 
1960–2016.

The magnetic properties of the Earth’s crust 
are mainly determined by the content of the 
mineral magnetite in various rock types. The 
concentration may vary from nearly zero up to 
10% or more in gabbros, and up to almost 100% 
in iron ores.

The magnetic field has been measured and 
registered in systematic and detailed airborne 
surveys. Measured data are corrected and stored 
in digital form in databases and may for instance 
be visualized as maps.

The distribution of various rock types at 
surface and depth is reflected by the anomaly 
pattern in the map. The extension of rock types, 
strike and dip direction can be determined using 
geophysical interpretation techniques. Faults and 
their relative movements can be seen as disloca-
tions in the magnetic pattern.

Survey Parameters
•	 Nominal altitude: 30 or 60 m
•	 Nominal line spacing: 200–800 m over land, 1 000 m over  
	 sea, and 2 000 m over the northern Caledonides
•	 Altimeter: radar
•	 Navigation: GPS
•	 Flight direction: N–S or E–W
•	 Reference field: DGRF 1965.0
•	 Relative accuracy: 
		  1960–1967	 10–15 nT 
		  1968–1981	 5 nT 
		  1982–1994	 2 nT 
		  1995–2006	 <1 nT 
		  2007–	 <0,3 nT
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